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Cruising with {O)

A recent opportunity to attend The Last SamuraiTom
Cruise media conference was too good to turn down,
(rathered at the TSB Showplace on a hot, summer
Saturday morning, I joined an enthusiastic and eclectic
group of media representatives from all over the globe.
There was an air of anticipation as we patiently waited
to meet the man who has starred in over 23 movies and
grossed US 32 Billion for the movie industry

[t's interesting to observe the different reactions of
people when one is representing the smallest media
outlet in the room. lromically, the greatest interest in
O was shown by the
biggest infernational me-
dia players in the room!
Comments like, "How ex-
citing — you're right there
in Oakura, right on the
ground!™ said Agence
France-Presse, and “What
do the locals think about
[om hiwing in  their
midst?” said the beawtiful
writer from the LA Times
and American Vogue. My
standard reply was that I
believed most residents
were delighted that a Hol-
Iywood star had a chance

o share and absork the Marshall Herskovitz, Edward Zwick and Tom Cruise crjoy the special powhiri /
weloome by Taranaki 1w

superb  environment of
Oakura, even if only for a
short time, and the celebrity fam ssue wasn't out of
control, 1t just added a bit more spice and activity to the
village.

Manyv of the out of town media hed no 1dea where
Cakura is located im relation to New Plymouth and
because it was such a beautiful day I pointed them n
the right direction, suggested they take 2 ride south and
check it out for themselves and also to beg, bommow or
buy some togs and have a swim af the beach!

Back to the press conference, local iwi representatives
and kapa haka group set the scene with an admirable
powhirl {welcome). It was obvious that Tom, director
Edward Zwick and producer Marshall Herskovite found
this unique Maor greeting intriguing and enjovable

Question time was an open forum. Naturally most
interest centred on Tom Cruise, who is articulate,
friendly and good natured. He described The Lasr
samurai as “a four course meal of a movie”. Despite
the scruffy hair and beard, the man with the delicious
rich voice and truly golden smile had all of the females
around me agreeing he definitely would have to be the
dezsert!

Of most interest to me was the comment he made in
relation to his part (Captain Algren) in the movie. It
required him to study Bushido (Way of the Wamior), a
martial art based on
moral code principals
developed among the
Samurai. He spoke
gbout how learning
Bushido cauzed him o
reflect on the issue of
moral responsibality
seemmngly lacking in
the Umted States to-
day. “People  in
Amenca foday are
quick to blame others
and not ask them-
selves what could [
have done to make
this different, can [
take responsibility for
what is happening.”
(Bush or Bushido”) Tom elaborated by saying what
mmpressed him greatly about the code of the Samurai
was that simply making a decision to do something
resulted in personal commitment and responsibility
towards whatever action followed. This simple philoso-
phy has become a hallmark of the foundation of ethical
training in contemporary Japanese cullure.

Based on the code of the Samurai, | have made a
decision to personally commit to seeing Messrs Cruise,
Zwick and Herskovitz receive a much prized and col-
lectible TOM t-shirt as future proof of their presence in
Oakura. The one question | did ask was answered
without hesitation, We will definitely be seeing Tom in
ihe village over the next few months!

Hilary Benpeti



Health and Wellbeing
With Sarsha Hood.

[ think most of us look forward to summer and enjoy the
sun, but if we don't take the right precautions we can
end up having no fun. We all know slip, slop, slap,
which has proven to be a great general prevention
programme for the general public, but what about the
deeper issues?

Most of us are aware of the damage the sun can do to
ourselves and our children, but is applyving sun block,
slapping on a hat and wearing loose fitting clothes
enough? Did you know that a typical cotton T-shirt
offers sun protection equal to only SPF7, so if you are
planning a big day out in the sun it is a great idea to put
sun block under the clothes, even better try to stay out of
the sun between 10:00am - 2:00 pm. It was once
recommended not putting sunscreen on infants under six
maonths of age. This is no longer the case, because the
danger from sunburn outweighs the risk of sensitivity to
sunsereens, Look for a natural sunscreen that will be
less likely to irritate a baby's sensitive skin; these can be
purchased at any good health food shop.

Another overlooked aspect of summer fun, especially
when it comes to children, is the humble pair of sunnies.
In America retina disease is the leading cause of blind-
ness; retma damage is caused by ULV, radiation. Unlike
the lens, damage to the retina is trreparable and inopera-
ble. The risk of retinal damage comes from the sun’s
rays and 15 greatest in children less than 10vrs old, vet
the consequences do not become apparent until they are
adults. The best precaution we can take as parents is to
purchase our children sunglasses that block out UVA
and UVB rays. Children tend to lose or break sun-
glasses often, so it will be a relief for you to know that
expensive sunglasses are no guarantee of this protection,
cheaper sunglasses can be just as good. Browning op-
tometrists will check your sunglasses for free; they are
int the yellow pages.

Well folks that's it for me this month; I hope you all can
take a little knowledge from this, and utilize it. We can
still have fun in the sun while at the same time feeling
maore secure that we are informed of the dangers.

OAKLIRAYOGA

Far any enquiries call: Sarsha Hood T52T060
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Tussday 7 io B8:30 al Oakuwra Hall Supper Room
§7 for 1142 hour instruction (concession cards avallabla)
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New Years Eve Rave,
Oakura Beach 2002-2003

Oakura’s first promoted New Years Eve Dance Rave
was a resounding success. Afler many months of plan-
ning and organization, approximately 2000 people
danced their way into 2003 in the area of Shearers
Reserve, Oakura Beach.

New Plymouth’s Audiohire Kerry Houghton and D)
Mimi-Me and helpers pumped out sounds and lighting
to a receptive crowd under clear skies. Drinks and
snacks were for sale. The crowd had a great time!

The rave was such a success there will be plans to run
the event annually with a more robust budget. The
feedback at the moment is the possibility of dividing
the might into two segments, providing a younger,
family orientated evening and “midnight countdown™ at
9pm, followed by a rave for 14 to over |B-year-olds
from 9.30-1am. Any feedback, comments or thoughts
welcome!

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge
and thank the very many groups, sponsors and oTgani-
sations for thew generous assistance, including Cather-
ine, Tracey and Michelle at T.O.M, the New Plymouth
District Council, Taranaki Safer Community Council,
Oakura Community Development Board, Tom
Smithers Enterprises, Tom and Susanne Smithers
(financial sponsors and safe storage), Mark Powell and
Ross amd Dale Kisby (New Plymouth Hirequip),
Oakura Volunteer Firebrigade, Tu Tawhaio and team
from Te Taura Tangata Security, New Plymouth Ar-
mourguard, Chris Lee and team, Vaughan Garrett
(electrician), Ash Hayden (skip), Maleolm Ohtley Okato
Bus Lines, Jan and Al Rawlinson Oakura Beach Shap,
Angela Harrison Oukura Fish Shop (advertising), Chris
Connolly New Plymouth Parkscape {Shearer Reserve),
Oakura Boardriders (headquarters), New Plymouth Po-
lice, Tip Top Ice Cream Limited (information booth),
Kiwi Crusaders (security), Saint Johns Ambulance, all
the volunteers on the night, and the residents in the
immediate area for your tolerance on the night, and last,
but by no means least, our local Councillor Pam Street,
Dave Lee Manager Recreational Services New Ply-
mouth District Couneil, 98.9 ZM and Classic Hits, and
Taranaki Newspapers Limited for their enormous input.
[ sincerely hope I have thanked everyone mvolved
Thank you to you all!

Cheris Gruys, Event Organiser
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Fancy a Blueberry? Blueberry Streusel

MNew to Omata straights is a blueberry stall set up
opposite the Omata church. The folk responsible for Ca ke

supplying us with this frut sensation are Mr and Mrs
Adamski from Kahui Road, Rahotu. Unfortunately
when you get this issue the supply of blueberries will . -
have reduced dramatically and will probably be fin- ;i:b;:';nhef.'jfu or milk ij,fz E';:f;mhm o
1zhed by the end of February and then we can look out K w:dnﬁr: s s
for them again around the middle of December. 7 B

Speaking to Mr Adamski he explained the poor 3 tsp cinnamon legg

season they have had for blueberries this vear and puts

:_u?_:' 1;&?“;13'&::::“&;;::3&&1??%“&& Melt butter and reserve 1 thsp for walnut. Add CEE
below 7 degrees. Mr Adamski, said the honesty box and beat, Sprinklc sugar and flour over egg. Mix

sparingly. Mix together walnutz, butter, sugar and |

et Wy very welland 1 geove (Tt e said in [ Sprinkle 2/3 r cake and stir once to get
the bepinming people would take the berries and then :EIFIJ"IH:'I'II}H. JURRS o e ol : Bes
stop and pay when next passing;, one person has left [ MEe Efﬁ_:m' Put in 23cm tin. Put blucberries an
an 10U | top and press down lightly. l"_ut remaining walnut mix
And more good news about these little blue things is on top. Bake 180°C for 45 minutes.

tiot only do they taste great, but they are good for you!

They are often referred to as ‘brainberries’ and several Published with the permission of mer local

leading scientists suggest that eating half a cup of the dowiessic goddess, Kim Ferens

berries a day protects and promotes brain function.
They are also one of nature’s antioxidant powerhouses
and contzin higher antioxidant levels than just about
every other frut and vegetable.
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ERALAS AT INE Pﬂ-ﬂt
The end of January saw the local longboarders show- e U R T Shirts, Stickers,
ing their stuff at the National longboard competition S & BIHDING Pola shirts, Posters
Taranaki. Results to hﬂﬂd are: s T e A - Speedy service.
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The Decorating Guru® Tip of the month =
= P ¥ ,E-EL,. “The Decorating Guru’
Exterior colours fade over time and as a general rule the . : Barry Tyson
darker the colours the more problems with cracking, flaking A, grozun
and surface movement of the paint and the base surface, Ut- “M;rgq'."; i
lize the registered painting contractors expertise, they are rr_..--h, l',mt 06 752 T481

usually whizzes with colours. l
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_ & Ryt Proofing
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Cooriesy Cor Aveilable

R Phone 06 758 0837
: 0-6-752 7485 223-225 Devon St West, New Plymouth

For the Very Best in Carpet Care




o Bite of History

Omata Community Pool
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The community pool was officially opened in
Novemnber 1950 by Mr, W Sanger, Chairman
= of the School Committee. Mrs. M Johnson
wrote, “What a thrill that first dip in the baths
| was" Almost all the children brought their
swimming togs but entered the water very
tmidly. Water exercises followed, wath
floating and swimming. After several weeks,
five children could swim and most could
float.

1 It was, by todav’s standards, a very basic sel
up. There was no filter systcm, chlormation
or changing rooms. The water was pumped
in nice and icy over the weekend from the
bore. This well had been dug specifically for
the baths. The health department had 1o
approve the use of the well. It goes down 114
feet. By Friday the water was a good temper-
ature but the pool got emptied every Friday
This was the acceptable way of pool filtra-
tion. COwer time a filter was installed and a
filter shed built. Omata School could then-
boast of having the most modern and up-to-date filter plant, the first of its kind in the North Island. Pools were nat
fenced either in those days. This eventually happened also, as vandals sometimes visited the school and community
families were known to hold questionable pool parties late at night.

Bill Donald was on the pool committee for about 20 vears from 1972 to 1992 and has seen big changes in the pool
arca, He ruefully laughs about the automatic chlorination system being installed the day he left the committee. Bill
was imstrumental in building the present changing sheds. He demolished the old sheds with his tractor in the early
70 and then spent his spare time in the weekends building the new block structure, which he said was good practice
for the building of his block house.

Past prngipal, Pat Anderson, had ducks and ducklings that liked to use the pool as their local lake! So much for
sanitation,

Community working bees at the beginning of the season carried out pool maintenance and the pool got painted on a
regular basis. The pool roster was started in the T0s as well, with the system that stil] runs along similar lines today
When you bought a key you took a turn for a week cleaning the pool. There were two rosters, one for vacuuming and
one for chlorinating. An upgrade to the pool area occurred when new pool fence regulations came into force in 1996
It was also felt the area could be enlarged to make the pool
grea more attractive for community families to use afer
school hours., Enginesring work was carried out by Dave
Moges to provide shade sails for teachers, studentz and
parents. A new toilet block was added as well. The
changing shed mural 15 in the process of being updated.
Kim Ferens

Editor 150" Jubilee Book
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Official opening of the Ometa Community Peal 16 Movember 1950
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» Exphrsve Eunofyia Sale ® Kwik & Economical

FABRICE

Impression Garden Edging = Many creatve Styes lor R
. Watvy Colirs Koiaiaide P WALLPAPER
= Wanious Proties o choose from — Car Parks BORDERS
& Afracires Carden Surndurcs - Emu' Budding DECORATIVE RODS
* Mower Skips incusirial Aseas PERSONAL SERVICE
= Derveway Edgos

GUARANTEED WORKMANSHI® — NATIONWIDE ” cent on Curtains

Lewis Faulkner - Kwik Kerb Operator
Ph OBOO 02 KERB 0800025372 Eeges (rorddos




Kaitake Community
Board

A very happy New Year to CYETYONE,

On behalf of Councillor Pam Street and the Kaitake
Community Board T would like to welcome Tom
Cruise, all those associated with the flm and all
holiday makers. A very big WELCOME to our district.
Hope vou get a chance to sample our lovely beach,
scenery, many walks, gardens, and cafes and meet the
friendly people while vou are here,

Mew Years Eve “Soundz Like It" dance/rage: 1 would
like to publicly thank Chris Gruys for the very success-
ful evening that she organised single handedly. Every-
one 15 still raving about the evening and hoping that
there will be another one this vear.

Everyone is well aware by now that we have two major
areas of road works between Oakura and New Ply-
mouth. There has been quite a bit of comment about
traffic behaviour at these sites, Please take notice of the
speed restrictions and traffic hights, Remember to leave
home a few minutes earlier than usual and be prepared
for a delay.

Children will be going back to school, so watch out for
them as they walk or bike to school.

Enjov the sun,sea, mountain and each other’s com-
pany.
Until next month,

Sue Henchman

Points of view expressed in contributed articles
are not necessarily the views of
The Qakura Messenger.
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Phone: 06-752 7270
Fax: 06-752 7027
Mobile: 027-495 2892

Email: symons transport@xtra.co.nz

tom

TOM tees available from
Oakura Info+ or through
www.oakuramessenger.com.

All sizes available in baggy and loose
lees.
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KAITAKE NETBALL CLUB
REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS,

COACHES & UMPIRES
& ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

All interested players, coaches and umpires
for the 2003 Netball Season
are urged to attend the Registration Day & AGM
SUNDAY 23 FEBRUARY 10.30am
At the Rugby Clubrooms, Corbett Park

If unable to attend, please contact
Tanya Farrant 7521-301 or
Bob Fleming 7527119

Befare the above date

Home Handyman Service

No job too small
Fences and decks
Small repairs
Lawn mowing
Onehunga weed spraying

Ray Locker 291 Surrey Hill Roed Oakura
ph. T52 1168 mobile 025 293 2245




Coastal Beach
Safety

Crver the last six months there has been a huge build up
of sand on the coastal beaches of Timaru, Petone, Kai-
hihi and Komene Rds. Because these Roads give easy
beach access they are attracting more and more visitors
and look great and inviting for swimming. This 1s OK on
the low tide, but on half to full tide these beaches have a
huge, strong undertow, which can be extremely danger-
ous to swimmers and particularly children.

A coastal resident rang me with his concerns after seeing
two children, unsupervised on boogie boards, getting
irlo trouble at Komene Rd.

Please be aware of these situations. Be Water Wize and
Supervise,

Pam Street
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KATHY QUIN

133 Gill Sapaat
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Fhane: (16) 759 0414
Fass (O8] T5% 0407

Skincare
TARAMAK i |

Jormerly CACT Clinle

We are plaared 1o be able to provide all pour |!‘E'.:Tl-|']_‘|'
therapy and appearance medicing needs.
Call today for a free cansidiation
752 T318

Plsemiser off 5T Mlaaicr Butcher Amc

OKATO HOME KILLS vtp

BILLY PRATT
il STowphserseay o Mear packer)

Carthaw 51, (hato :
Ph (B6) 752 4280 x

Killed, Chilled, PFacked & Frozea + Ham

We process abatioir
killed and provase Killegd
slek asd small goods.
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Ereezer, try us - we aim
o please

We deliver hack
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INFORMATION CENTRE = NEW ZEALAND
ART » MOVIE GUIDES « INTERNET * PHOTO-
COPYING

The summer holiday season is now well behind us but
the village of Oakura is still enjoying many visitors
from around the world.

The centre continues to provide an valuable service to
members of our community and visitors alike and has
become a contact point for information on our village
Recently, a Hawera newspaper called for information
about tourist at-
tractions and ac-
commedation n
the village

Info Plus is cn-
tirely staffed by
volunteers  and,
with many of
them enjoving a
well-earned
break themselves,
the centre has not
been open every
day throughout
. the holiday pe-
riod. This is regrettable but unavoidable. We have a
number of dedicated volunteers doing a marvellous job
and would love to hear from anvone who would like to
join the team. We have recently changed the opening
hours and re-structured the shifts, The new hours are
1 lam to 3pm every day and shifts are 11-1, 1-3 or 11-3
if you prefer,

Thank you to all the volunteers who gave their time
over the summer holidays and thank you to the many
local businesses supporting Info Plus. A noticeboard is
being prepared to hang vour brochures in the window
outside of opening hours.

Oakura Infot
1138a Surf Highway 45,
Dakura {opp Butler’s Reef Hodel)

ph: 06 7521117

cDonald

REAL ESTATE LTD
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Dental House
753 6298

Robert WagstalT BDS

Elizabeth Priest BDS

Lyndse Foster Page BSc BDS Dip
CLIN Penio

270 Cammington Strect, New Plymouth




Book Review

The Book of the Film of the Story of
My Life
William Brandt
(Victoria University Press $29.95)

» theDook of
Ehe FTIrmet

he story

FT my life

The film, JYesus Monfoya Must Die’, put actor Matt’s
name on the movie star map. His taut, tight and terrific
butt and bod and piercing come-to-bed eves, prove to
be the undomg of his new co-star, the svelt, sexy, S0~
phic. When Matt embarks on a full-scale affair with
Sophie, her husband Frederick falls into a tail spin
Rugged featured, Frederick, the narrator and a Film
Producer 15 discombobulated about s fatling mar-
riage, money and movie-making abilities. All three cul-
minate in a crisis at a party on a Pacific Island in this
well-senipted, evocative and laugh-out-loud, novel by
the logal author of ‘Alpha Male . Frederick takes
Melissa, a prostitute, who poses as his partner, to the
party, in a bid to win back Sophie. But, the fit 15 about
to hit the sham!

Fip Barrert

‘Trees to go’

A numbser of fully grown lawsoniana trees from council
land surmounding the Waireka Cemeilery, will be featur-
ing in the film “The Last Samurai”. The trees (some
measuring more than 10 metres), have been cut off at
the base and craned on to a truck which has transported
threm to the Japanese village created at Unti. Un amival
at the village they have ‘risen again® and been bolted on
to purpose built stands. Should the trees begin to
brown off betore filming is completed, this is easily
remedied with some green pamt!

Stockists of top range

kitchenware...
« WMF = Euro = Le Crusset
« Maxeell Wlllams # Studio Caramics
= Dgnby = Jamia Qlivar
KITCHEN KMIVES BY.. = Henkyl 5 & 4 Star
= Afzog = Spilzenklasse
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# L
t Gordening with Rosemory Herb &
"

February Checklist #

Fegetables :

« Continue planting lettuce, cabbage, cauliflower, broccali, &
hrassel sprouts, carns, parsiip and leeks :

« Spray al first sign of caterpillars or whitefly with "Target’,

a general garden mesechicide or “Mature’s Way Insect Spray” :

for orgamic gardencrs. -
Filanwers ]

* To ensure maximum growth and flowenng, dead-head Lvu:
extend flowering, water regularty and feed with Thrive
Soluble Ferviliser or Lush Liguid Fertiliser.

« February is a dry month. Water regularly to keep plants
growing. Mulching will help conserve water

= 3

L]

Frut Trees

« Surnmer pruning of stone frait trees following harvesting
of crops reduces risk of silver leal disease later in the
SIS0

LiMWHE
* Feed with lawn fertilser o ticken grass sward and reduce

weeds, Waler regularly if weather is &y

Jones & Sandford

Gdrdener
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Simply Photo's

Restore your old photographs

. EE' to their former glory.

Revive those faded
MCMories

Simply Photo's

digital artists can
restore a copy of any
cherished photograph.
Your original photograph
is returned to you
untouched.

Get 10 dlineoail O youwr photo restors
by praseniing this advartizemant

Sex in Park Goes to
Ngamotu

Cramped conditions at Pukeanki Landing have
forced Taranaki's mnovative FEEE youth event
*%ex in the Park™ duc to be held Saturday 15th
Fehruary {10-4pm) to Mgamatu beach. Sex in the
Park, which was first held in 1999, "is a combina-
tion rock concert, fair, and sexual health extrava-
ganza”®, savs Health Promoter Heather Came rom
Taranaki Health., The event 15 organised annually
with the Most FM 92.3 and the New Plymouth
Women's Centre. One of many staunch supparter
of Sex in the Park is Dr Pai Boulion, Sexual
Health Doctor. Dr Pat says, "People have their
heads in the sands sometimes about sexual health
issues, people need to start communicating about
sex. Our chlamydia rates are gomg through the
rool - more than doubled in the last three years.
It's time people got involved n the issue”

Bands signed up to support the day include high
profile Zuvuya and Comerstone Roots. Also per-
forming will be Agent, Channa Miriam, Crladeye,
Rival State and Tumehe and Whakasngn Ron-

O,

As well as music, there will be food and refresh-
ments available and an opporfunity fo test vour
knowledge by poing for a newly revamped sexual
health warrant of fitness. A vanety of health
providers and community groups will be running
information stalls and competitions throughout
the day.

Thanks to the New Plymouth District Council and
the New Zealand AIDS Foundation who have
helped fumd this youth event. The wet weather
venue for this event is the Downtown carpark.

For more information contact Heather Came,
Health Promotion Unit, 06 753 7777 ext 8525
or Sandy Penfold, Women's Centre 06 738 4957

® doyou
ave s protection
umbrella®¢

For that time in everyona’s
2 life ‘when a
little rain may fail’.
t:r . Call Lanette foday for...
J INSURANCE « ACCOUNTING
INVESTMENT » MORTGAGES

1 , ABACUS

OROLUF « LIMITLD
phone

‘uﬁ] 759 0111

miohile 025 7949 751
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For all your camping,
kayaking, travel and
tramping requirements.

For hire or sale.

FN\AN/I
OUTDOORS

18 Ariki St
New Plymouth
ph/fax (06) 758 4152
Kiwioutdoorcentre@xtra.co

AP TEOWELS
BATHROTES

Make vour Xmas present unigue
WITH PERSONALISED EMBROIDERY FROM
Cubes Clothing Company Ltd
30 Liardet Street, NP
Ph 06 7578653
Fax (6 7T57EB51
cubes@iclear net.nz

MOANA

NATURAL PAUA PEARL
NEW ZEALAND

10% Surrey Hill Road
Oakuro
FhifFaox D044 & 752 7772
www RIpaar.co.nt

Councillor's comments

Its hard to believe the silly season has been and gone
and il is now time to get the brain working in Council
mode again. | must say it was nice to have a break to
catch up with friends and family and to get into a few
aquatic activities. My council year begms with the
Kaitake Community Board meeting this Tuesday 217
Jan. As usual ouwr little village has been extremely
busy over the holiday period. In actual fact | guess
there has been quite a buzz knowing that Tom has
actually taken up residence in our community, causing
lots of talk and people wondering if we will get a
glimpse of him in our village.

Our beach has been busy with all sorts of activities.
Two new signs were put at Corbert Park and Ahu Ahu
Road advising there were to be no vehicles on the
beach, Unfortunately there are always some people
who ignore the bylaws in place, with regard to animals,
horses and vehicles on the beach. This can make using
the beach unpleasant for other users and for the resi-
dents who live on the beach front. If anvone would like
a copy of these bylaws they are available from the
Council and are Part nine Public Places, MeFarlane
Street has had a mystery rubbish dumper as well over
the holiday period. Someone chooses to leave their
rubbizh outside someone else’s house. This may re-
lieve your of you rubbish, but then leaves the problem
for someone else to sort out.

News Years eve went by very smoothly this vear. The
rave for the youth was extremely successful Full
marks to Chris Gruys for hanging in there and gomng
ahead with the project. | know there were occasions
when the project was nearly canned; however, despite
all the sceplics and suggestions that the idea wouldn't
work Chnris chose to move on ahead with the project
and was given a 9 out of 10 by the Police.It now looks
likely this will be an annual event.l personally send a
huge thankyou to all of those people who helped either
as volunieers or as paid people to make this evening
the success it was and a big thanks to Chris. Please
remember to call the Council Customer Service on
7596060 should vou have any queries or complaints,
This way everylhing 15 on record and the council staffl
will follow things up. Greetmgs from OAKRUZA,
until next month .

Pam Street, 752 7015




Get those running shoes dusted off

This weekend Saturday 15 February is the annual surf to surf fun run‘walk.

Put on every year by the Oakura School as a fundraising event it always attracts a lot of interest. The start/finish line
is al the NPOB Surf Club with competitors to be ready to pound the sand and surf by 4pm. There is a 4km and %km
distance to choose from so get together with yvour buddies and have some fun! And if that doesn’t get you there the
chance of winning a spot prize should. On offer is $1200 travel, 5600 Mason Appliance vouchers plus lots of others
- remember to win you have to enter and you have to be at the prizegiving at Butlers Bar & Café at 6. 30pm. The
garden bar will have food and drinks available from Spm. For more information pick up an entry form from Oakura
Four Square and Heydon Pricsl. The proceeds of this evenl will go towards the school purchase of three wircless

headphone sets.

Oakura Plunket News

Ouakura Plunket currently has a small number of committee members and as such will continue to have a presence in
Oakura for the time-being. A Plunket nurse holds sessions in the clinic (which 1s at the library) every second and
fourth Wednesday of cach month, during the afternoon. For an appointment, please call the Plunket Area Office on
753 2304

Regarding the Frnday Coffee Momings at the library; with attendance down to only one or two people a week the
community does not appear 1o want these and so they will no longer be happening. We fee] very sad about this as
they have been running for many vears now, and many people have benefitted from them. But all good things must
come to an end, and there is no point in contimuing with these at this time. Should anyone in the community wish to
re-start these at any time, please get in touch with a committee member,

We have finally got some Snapper that have been weighed in; this is after 6 months of no
one weighing one in. We also had a huge Spotty Shark weighed in by keen member Wayne
Johnston tipping the scales at 11.755 Kg - this was a biggie. With the water much warmer
now we have also had a pood number of other species weighed in as well: Most of the keen
members have been getting a few bites here and there, and we have heard that the Snapper
are starting to sneak in close around the northen beaches. This is encouraging as the |
fishing can be awesome around Mokau at this time of year. So get out there and give it a go
and try not to be put off by the wind (as it isn't windy under water) .

Good tides coming up in February.

Debbie Edgecombe

Oakura Surfcasting Club Secrefary
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‘Let Briggs Furmiture NO FLIES
3 Working pottery studio
Create Your MHeirlooms NO ANTS s
Daality NZ craft
Under The Big Chair Mosquitoes Demonssrations
313 Devon St East Insects etc...
; For a safe netural,effective
Mt:ﬁpl';;;l;iiq alternative... b um“
pLar Use Natural Pyrethrins ll‘:'ﬂl'l days
& 10am - 4pm
Free delivery ECOMIST
Certificated cabinastmakers Automatic Dispensers Suzanne Bloch-Jorgansen
sincel 256 potier
View an-line af PR 0 T R T 1001
www briggsfurniture. co.nz Oakura Village ph.752 100




Hon. Harry Duynhoven
MP for New Plymouth

There lms been inlense media coverage over the last week
following the release of Transit New Zealund's drafl staie
highway programme. [ welcome the opporanity to clanfy a
few ssues that arise from the programme.

l'rarisit has produced a progmmme each year since 1989 and
sent it oot for consulaton.  This year ot has been extended
over 10 years as wanied by Local Government Mew Zealand,
which hos ignited significant debate,

While the public focus had been on new capital projects the
backhone work {and half the funds) of Transit is the operabion
and maintenance of the sizie highway network. Taranaki
contmuss as usual, receiving $40m. Safety impoovements
wiould contimse a5 part of Transiu's normal maintenance and
minor ¢apital works programme (which includes projects up
o F3muillion).

In respest to the claim that Auwckland 8 receiving all the
funding, the facts do not support this claim,  Ower the last
three years, on average, Auckland region has received 25.43%
of the 1otul funcding for state highways. Next year if the drafi

state highway programme is adopied, Auckland region would
receive just over one-third of the funding. There has been a

low level of funding in Auckland in the past for capital
development coupled with considerable traffic growth over
the last 10 years, Owver that same period, Taranaki has fared
well with tens of millions of dollars spent on the Awakino and
Mokau bridges, the Stockman's Hill reconstruction and the
Hawera Underpass.

[l 1 mportant to remember that individual projects can’t be
determined by local MPs and / or the Minister of Transpore
Lacal media often aren’t pware of this.

However, Taranaki projects could s1ll go ahead within the
nexl 10 years should any of the huge Auckland projecis be
delayed within that time. 1 am confident that the seahng of
Stz Highway 43 snd the Bell Block Bypass will still proceed
and have wld Transit that T want these to be ready (o begin as
soon as funding is available, [ will be doing my bit to ensure
thes happens,

The Draft Transit State Fhghway Programme is just that, a
draft. Omce Transil receives imput from Local Authorities,
Regional Land Transport Commaittecs and road user groups, it
will reconsider the programme before submitting it to Trans-
fund for funding

A : e

Frow av
visitor's diawy .....

This summer [ had the first holiday m ages
where | didn’t frantically try to “make the
most of my time off by deing things”, Instead
I just let it be. And Cakura made it casy,

My partner, daughter and I spent four precious
days there with a group of friends over New
Years, We spent our days drinking gin on a
deck overlooking the sea and going for lazy
walks on the beach. The people were fnendly
and everyone operated on a pleasant go-slow.
The beach had everything—life guards, warm
water, plenty of soft sand, but also rocky areas
in which to watch starfish and crabs, a high-
light for my 2-year-old.

As vegetarians we were pleased to discover an
excellent takeaway with plenty of choice and
delicious vege burgers—we're normally lim-
ited to potato fritters in small own chipmes,
wsually cooked in animal fat.

We were a bit taken aback by the innovative
but somewhat aggressive approach to
fundraising by the Surf Life Saving Club a1
the beach festival on New Years Day, Per
fectly happy to donate, we were bailed up in
our car by a white-coated collector whao,
hands on hips, lectured us at length before
demanding we hand over $10. In reality the
“donation” was really a toll.

At the end of our holiday we didn't want to
leave. We couldn't resist one last dip in the
sea hefore reluctantly hitting the highway and
heading back to the city.

Louise
Wellington

Hon. Harry Duynhovan
MP for NEW PLYMOUTH

"“"The Working MP"”

1568 Tukapa 51
Hew Pymeuth
Ph. 753 3211 Pam 7853 2711

NEN ZEALAND

&zl abour

.greaves

Funcr ks Prrinmn
TOM'S February Special
Show this Ad and we'd CRUISE 10 your
Qakura property ~ with no mileage chamge”.
Call us for all your electrical reguiraments

M (fice Ph 758 [H3R
129 Cill Sareet, New Plymouih

Mato Office *h 752 4808
Cartbew Sireei, (lkans
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Cooking up a storm !

Tomato and Maple Syrup Glaze
for Pork

1 tin tormatoes
1 small onion
1 lge clomwe -._|.|r|:.
Black papper
| bay laaf
1 spHg thyme
cup maple syrup
1 T light soy sauce
1 T smeet chilli (or tomato paste)

Cook 3l ingredients In squcepan antil soft and well re-
fured -

Blend in rooed procestor with Syrtp, oy Suce 3a4d zhilli
s3uoe

Marinate 2-3 fillets of pork until ready to cook (does not

need o |

physiotherapy

Isla Griffin-Wilson & team
[hHeraoy St el 06 769 9992

8 Bonithaa Ave NEW PLYBIOLITH

Pilates Classes & Hydrotherapy

ACC Registered provider

mind - h1:|-|'.'.|_'|"

Barbecue pork goes really nicely with
Asign style fresh coleslgw or salid

Try combinations of these finely sliced or julienned in
.J|.:.:|1i_="|r5 with this efressing

Carrol, Courgetle, Capsicum, Cabbage Cucumber, Mung
bean sprouts, Fresn Green Beans, Sugarsnap peas, Fruit
Spring onion, Basil, Mint, Coriander

Dressing

1T fish sauce

T limesleman juice

Tl Hce vinegar

1T sugar (palm or brown)

1| flaice concentrats |"-:,.'r:-u I'l.q-n- it = Fregn '|."|_'

TUPARE

FUNCTION CENTRE
BEAUTIFUL VENUE, FINE MENU

Let us make vour day
with

« dinners from ten people
- a la carte or buffet

« weddings

« parties, lunches

« family evenis

ACCOMMODATION ALSO AVAILABLE

For fine food and attentive service

ph 06 758 6480 or fax 06 758 6353
email tupare.function.centre(@xtra.co.nz




Omata School farewells its principal

An excerpt from the speech outgoing principal Mike Norris gave at the end of vear BBQ.

“I've immensely enjoved the eight years of hupge job satisfaction and huge fun at Omata. It's been a big week and
vou can't help feeling while watching the production over this week, that teaching 15 an incredibly worthwhile joh
The stars of the show have blossomed at this school, those who amived as five year olds in 1997 and those who
arrived more recently. Teachers gain incredible job satisfaction watching children growing in so many ways.

It can be a hard job to quantify somectimes in respect of work outcomes but teachers have known without any doubt
that they make an enormous difference.

The Education Eeview Office Report of this yvear makes that very clear. Everyone associated with thes school should
be proud of that repart. it is outstanding but it is well deserved.

Chmata school — every day it's a place where friends get together, and children and parents want to be.

It"s great to be part of this year six farewell tonight and express best wishes to those students who are leaving us. We
know they will impress everyone at Devon, Highlands, Francis Douglas and Sacred Heart - their peers, their teachers
and we will see their names in the Mernit Award List at each school. 1t won't just be for academic success, it will be
for positive role models and leaders — it will be because they are friends - fniends worth having. One of the real
pluses about being a teacher if you are doing your job is thal you make lots of friends- best wishes tomight to all my
212 Oimnata Year 6 fmends.

An enormous part of this school 1s the parents. [ have been privileged 1o work with superb Boards over the entire
vight years, 1'd have Nick (Barrett) running the country, For a teacher to know that we have got such capable people
running our school is essential — all of these people have known the meaning of partnership - this school is
unguestionably a partnership. The home and school make a huge difference as well. Another principal said 10 me
once — why do you go to Home and School meetings? — the answer was easy, because it's fun. As al board meetings
vou have lots of laughs — more importantly than that you get to spend time with people that have great respect for
people that give their time for everyone's kids.

I'tus school 15 part of my family = it would be impossible for it to be any other way. I leave behind a famaly [ got used
to, kids calling me mum when I armmived. [ started to feel maybe it was getting time for a new Omata leader when
mare and mare they started calling me Mana. Thanks for a brilliant eight years.™

Mike started his new position as Principal of Spotswood Primary this term. A new Princi-
pal will be appointed at Omata for Term Two.

ET.&HA

LTI 1Y CRARPT & DRI

Art by the Seav
Workshopy

58 Mesgenper Terrace

Tutored by practising Artist and

Teacher A
Margaret Scott %
: 025 435 333 . .
D souiihiregiclca uetoa TRIDENT

Feb L;}nd: Intro to Acrylics $100 187-191 Courtney 5t ELECTRONICS

Simea 1974
Mar 1: Acrylics Stage 2 $80 BN S

Sony
Playstation
Repairs

R0 444 T4

Phone: 06 758 3776
Fax: D6 7579 B62

For bookings/enquirles ph 752 1116

Mew Pl
Ilﬁiéln%:r'ﬂt;;;ﬂgﬂnhgﬂ 2 " 180 Gill Street, NP
ek Gusanil Ph 06-758 5259

email: irident@netsource. co.nz




Readers’ Remarks:

The recent community Christmas Parade m my view
was sharmeful.

Local residents and the surrounding community re-
cently received the Oakura Directory. Of a potential of
more than 60 clubs, businesses and organisations, not
o menbion the ones not listed, only about 10 made an
effort to be part of this commumnity event, Cur parade
used (o be a good one and the kids looked forward to
the array of themes, music and displays.,

What has happened to the commumity spirt?

We are still encouraged to support locals, and generally
do s0. Good on the people who made an effort, and to
the others that couldnt be bothered, you may have
"Cooked vour Goose™ for next time

Debbie Fdgecombe

Hello to the Oakura Messenger !

I write for a publication in America called "Ls
Weekly™ magazine - it's the second biggest entertain-
mentmagazine in the states and the reason for my
contact is that I"ve been researching your region on the
internet and came across your site.

It’s my job to keep on top of Tom Cruise’s visit to New
Zealand. To find out what he does i every day life -
places he shops / eats / drinks / hangs out etc. And
simce you're based right in the area where his house is,
I wondered if you'd be able to help me out at all.

I'd of course fully credit you and your publication
I'm even curtous to know what the property he's hired
is like, T look forward to hearing from you.

Sophie Dudgeon
{The Messenger received this through its websile.)

Kaitake Development
Sub Committee

This committee will reconvene the meeting that was
adjourned in November on Wed Feb 26™ at 7.00 in the
supper room of the Oakura Hall.

To make it clear, the process of this meeting 15 hike
any other Council meeting and is bound by the rules
set out in the Council Standing Orders and the Local
Government Official Meetings and Information Act
Feedback forms have been available in the commumity
over the last two months, and the closing date lor these
was 11" January.

The public who have made commenis on the feedback
forms will be given the opportunity to speak in sup-
port of their feedback should they wish, at the begin-
ning of the meeting. COnce these comments have been
heard, the Sub-committee will then debate the mater
This means once these people have made their com-
ments only the subcommittee will be able to speak and
the final de¢ision wall be made by the committee,
This committee i8 made up of Cr Pam Street
(chairperson), Mike Anderson, Sue Henchman, Phil
Hunt , Keith Plummer, Tony Bames, John Sole, Clive
Meeson, Jan McMillan, Brent Anderson, Keith
Manukonga, Jane Hoskin , Jim Lim, Margaret Sulli-
vian, Mark Miven. Mayor Peter Tennent i5 an ex-
officio member of the sub-commiltes. This committee
was made up from a group of interested people who
attended the Public Meeting about the CBD upgrade
in the Oakura Hall in November 2001. Should you
have any queries please phone me on 7527015 or the
Council Secretary Julie Straka on 7596060,

ol el o ol ol e ol iy ol ol ok ke ke ol ok ok ol ol ok ke ke e o
Subscriplions are now available to The Oakura
Messenger for those who live out of the area but

want to enjoy the local news, 315 per vear will en-

sure you gel one sent to vou each month.
Email us at :cakuramessengerf@xira.co.nz
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PATUHA FARM LODGE

# licensed restanrant
lmnmmﬂTnmmﬂwﬂhnhﬂmﬂ

# 1) mins drive from New Plymouth
# farm walks and activities

e Tammilly get togethers, weddings,
conferences

® reservalion cascnbial

575 Upper Pitone Road, Okato ph/fax 752 4469
www.patuhafarmlodge.co.nz

Taranaki 4WD Centre

- _For Qual

Sales and Service



From Mayor Pete .....

Right mow, Oakura and elsewhere in New Plymouth
Istrict are under an intermational spotlight like never
before.

More than 80 joumnalists, mcluding some from overseas,
attended a media conference in the TSR Showplace on
January 11, all to have the chance to hsten to one man:
Hoellywood heavyweight Tom Cruise.

In the days following the conference, the major media
outlets m New Fealand ran stories about Tom Cruise,
Crakura, New Plhvmouth and Taranaki, and gave our fair
cormer of the nation a level of pubhcrtty that could never
be bought.

But we are geming so much more out of this than attention
[rom reporiers.

In The Lasi Samurai we have validation of the back-
ground work that has been put in by the New Plymouth
[Mstrict Council, and by those agencies we fund to
brogden the economic base of our distrct = such as
YVenture Taranaki and Destination Taranaki.

We have local people gaming work. We have local
companies providing productz and services to the film's
crew and cast,

And most of all, we have residents who feel great about
living in New Plymouth District. Afler all, our home is
where these mfluental movie-makers - who have seen
more countries during their working lives than most
locals wall fravel o for holidive = have come to gel the
best outdoor shots possible for their latest film. And
what's more, they're raving about the beautiful landscape
and the very friendly people here.

Sometimes we need the fresh eves ol visilors o remind us
just how spectacular this part of Mew Zealand 15 that we
call home. As Tom Cruize said at his media conference
“How could anyone not want o be here?”

Peier fennent,
Muayor

Pat McFetridge
A/Hours D6-T52 4010
I Sell from
the Heart
Because I Care

cDonald

REAL ESTATE LTD

Okato Pool &
Swimming Club

[Tave you been to the Okato Pool lately 7 There have
been many changes over the last few seasons, About
five years ago the pool was fibre glassed and since
then improvemenis have been made each year. The
latest 15 the addition of a pool cover and winding
mechanism. This has been hugely successful already
with the pool temperature recorded on December 9 at
288

With the advent of the new swim safety regulations,
the Okato Pool (under the management of the New
Plymouth Thstrict Council) 15 only open with a life
guard present.  This means our children are swimming
in a zafe environment. Please remember that chaldren
under eight vears of age must be supervised by a
person over 14,

Okato Pool Open Hours:

Early Morning Lane Swimming
Mon WedFri 6.00-E.00am

School & Public Holidays 7 Weekends;
12.30 - 7.30pm

Normal Hours {outside holidays).
12.00-1.00pm
3.30-6.30pm

Season Pass available at the Pool. Only 350 per fam-
tly for unlimited swims !

Jones & Sandford Joinery Ltd

Pleased to support The Oakura Messenger

Ph: (06) 759 9251




Get your weekends back
with Lawn Rangers

Lawn Rangers 15 8 non franchise locally owned
business run by Ross and Cathy Butttimore.
Currenily they are mowing over 70 lawns in Oakurs;
hence all the relaxed people in the village and on the
beach these days. Apart from mowing lawns, lawn
Rangers will also tidy hedges and for any other litile
hits and pieces it only requires a quick phone call to
see if their services will provide what you need. For
an efficient, consistent service contict Ross and
Cathryn Buttimore, they are more than happy to give
you a quote

get your weekends back

let LAWN RANGERS mow
the lawn and trim the edges

ring Ross & Cathy 025 240 9481 / 752 7316

for all your pharmacy needs
see Lionel today

OAKURA PHARMACY

surd highway
oakura village
[ 782 7557

Classifieds:

Walkers Home Cleaning
Services

General and spring clean-
ing, ironing.

Affordable rates starting
from $10.50 phr
Telephone

Debbie 753 8120

Wanted

Pony to lease or buy. 14 -
14.2 hh.

Suitable for 13 year old
girl.

Phone 753 3479

or Mike Mills 752 T673

Angela
Shanley

sells...

H 1l JU [
houses for
people

Homnes o

families

Angela Shanley

@
FIRST NATIONAI

Westirm

o Clearwater Riding School

g adopt a pony

= Term time and school holiday programmes availahl

% H.H'.'I.I.ltg tuition fior all levels b_'l.' qu.]llﬁcd INSIE m_-mrgc
Phone 08 752 1544 £ at the Tompkins
Mobile 025 217 3140 o Upper Wairau Road, Oakura
d sarvieeseei TR 4Nz ph: T52 7774

E,::g:i; gl;g:-‘; - 2 JANS TERRACE
- afy - OARKURA
7 DAYS A WEEK BEACH CAMP (06) 752 7561
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